
AP WORLD HISTORY 

 

The following assignments must be completed by the first day of class: 
 
Textbook for class 

1200 Update Ways of the World with Sources for the AP Modern Course, 4th Edition, by Robert W. 

Strayer and Eric W. Nelson. 

 

ISBN-13 978-1319236571 

 

Assignment for class 

Part I: Read Chapter 1 (pages 5-39, including the Reflections at the end) 

 

Chapter 1 deals with a snapshot of what the world looked like as we pick up the reins at the beginning of 

the 13th century.  It will go backward and review some of the Classical Era and early civilizations in order 

to give us a wide-angle background of what is to come.  Call it the Prequel Chapter. 

 

History can be organized in a lot of different ways.  Nearly everything we will fall into one or more of 

these categories: social, political, cultural, religious, and/or economic.  Much of the chapter is organized 

around religious practices and movements.  I would encourage you to organize the information as you 

read.  But the question is, what is important to know and what is not?  We aren’t interested in rote 

memorization of dates and times and events.  We are interested in how civilizations and cultures in one 

region were unique, and how they were the same as other places.  And possibly of more interest to us, 

how did those ideas spread, and what happened when they ran into each other. 

 

What does that mean?  Well, imagine I asked you to explain the cultural importance of baseball to 20th 

century America.  If you’ve never seen a baseball game before or don’t know the rules or any of the 

famous players, you might still be able to answer the question, but not with any real depth or meaning.  

However, if you know the story of Jackie Robinson and his experience as the first African American to 

play in Major League Baseball, and you grew up next to your grandpa watching games every Saturday 

afternoon, and you play in a fantasy baseball league, you can talk about culture and race and social impact 

and a whole lot of other things.  In other words, a baseball fan - someone with a depth of knowledge on 

the subject - is much better able to build an answer and demonstrate their knowledge. 

 

That remains true for the women’s suffrage movement in the 19th century, the birth of Islam in the 7th 

century, and everything in between and beyond.  In this class, we will seek to understand the big things.  

In order to do that, through discussion and in your writing, you need to have a grasp of the small things 

and how they are related. 

 

Part II: To that end, below you will find two tiers of objectives/questions.  Tier One are general 

knowledge and informational - the who, what, when, and where stuff.  Tier Two are the more important 

why and how. 

 

Tier One: Gather and organize the material for these objectives any way you wish.  You will not submit 

your answers to these prompts.  

 

- Explain what developments led to the rise of the First Wave Civilizations. 
- Explain how the Agricultural Revolution made possible the new forms of human society. 
- Explain how the various kinds of societies that emerged out of the Agricultural 

Revolution differed from one another. 



- Explain the role of cities in early civilizations. 
- Explain how religious traditions of South Asia changed over the centuries. 
- Explain the ways in which Confucianism can be described as ‘humanistic’ or secular 

rather than as a supernatural religion. 
- Explain to what extent Buddhist teachings were similar to Hindu beliefs. 
- Explain how the evolution of cultural traditions in India and China differed from one 

another. 
- Explain how the Daoist outlook differed from that of Confucianism. 
- Explain what made the Jewish religious tradition distinctive. 
- Compare the teachings of Jesus and the Buddha. Analyze the different ways in which the 

two religions evolved after the deaths of their founders. 
 

Tier Two: Reflect and answer these questions, utilizing the knowledge you have gained from the chapter.  

Specific examples are both the requirement and expectation. Your answers to these prompts will be 
submitted, and they will be the basis for a larger class discussion on these questions.  Knowing the 
things up there ↑, will help you answer the things down there ↓. 
 

+ What should your answer look like?  

+ Please type in complete sentences, with correct spelling and grammar, in paragraph form.  

A thorough response will likely take 6-8 sentences made up of your argument, analysis, 

and specific examples.  The expectation is that you will be paraphrasing some 

information from the textbook, so there is no need for citations or direct quotes at this 

point.  Most of your answer should be your argument/analysis, not just a recitation of the 

book. 

 

+ Do I have to answer all of the questions? 

+ Nope.  Birthdays from January-April  (Questions 1 & 2), May-August (Questions 3 & 4), 

September-December (Questions 5 & 6) 

 

+ How will I submit these? 

+ You will submit them to a discussion board in August when we return to school.  They 

should be complete and ready to upload on the first day of class. 

 

Important Note: This chapter has several key terms.  You can find them all on page 40-41 of the textbook.  
As you read through the chapter, we highly recommend linking those terms to particular times, places, 

events, and/or movements.  They are key terms for a reason.  Some of these terms should appear in your 
Tier Two responses, where applicable, and many of them will show up on your official AP World History 

Exam next May. 

 
1. How did the creation of civilizations reinforce the practice of paternalism? 

 

2. Explore the concepts and teachings of social justice presented in multiple religious traditions.  

How are they unique, and how are they the same? 

 

3. In what respects did the various civilizations of the pre-1200 world differ from one another? 

What common features did they share? 

 

4. Explore the similarities and differences in the spread of the major religions.  What were the 

driving factors, and why? 

 

5. In what ways did cross-cultural interactions drive change in the pre-1200 world? 



 

6. Why have human cultural traditions, such as religions, generally outlasted the political systems in 

which they were born? 

 

Existential Reflection Question (something to think about, but doesn’t need a written response): 

Most if not all of you have some understanding of the role and importance that Rome has played in 

Western Civilization, up to and including our forms of government, all the way down to trivial things like 

the names of all the months.  Few if any of you have the same understanding of the importance and 

impact of the Han Dynasty which flourished at the exact same time on the other end of the known world.  

In terms of innovation, culture, and technology, they were arguably more important than Rome.  So why 

don’t we learn/know anything about them? 
 


