
COMMUNICATION - CONNECTION
VITAL TO THE PARTNERSHIP

sfhs.com/parents

Holy Cross Parent Calendar of Events 2018-19
We welcome and encourage your participation in the many parent activities sponsored
by the Men’s and Women’s Clubs and the school. Please check the website for calendar
updates and event details throughout the year: sfhs.com/parents

First Semester Events Date Time Location
Freshman Parent Reception Aug 15 8-10 AM Andre House 
Freshman Parent Welcome Day Aug. 19 9:00-11:30 AM PAC
Back-to-School Night/Fr. Parent Meeting Aug. 23 7:00 PM Campus
Fall Sports Parent Meeting Aug. 27 7:00 PM AG
Christmas At Our House Kick-off Meeting Aug. 24 11:30 AM PAC Lobby
Counseling Parent Night - Seniors College Roadmap Aug. 30 7:00PM PAC
Men’s Club Meeting Sept. 4 7:00 PM MC
Women’s Club Meeting  Sept. 5 6:30 PM MC
Counseling Parent Night - Soph. College Readiness Sept. 6 7:00 PM PAC
SF Kick-Off BBQ Sept. 7 5:00 PM Quad
Scholarship Golf Classic Sept. 17 11:00 AM LAG&CC
Counseling Senior Parent Night  - College Financial Aid Sept. 20  7:00 PM PAC
Men’s and Women’s Club Parent Education Night Sept. 26 6:30 PM MC/PAC
Immersion Information Night Oct. 1 5:00 PM PAC
Parent/Teacher Conferences (By Appointment) Oct. 10 12:30-2:30 PM Campus
Counseling Junior Parent Night  - College Admis. Testing Oct. 18 7:00 PM  PAC
Counseling Soph/Junior Parent Night - LD College Info Oct. 18 6:15 PM LIB
Men’s Club Meeting Oct. 23 7:00 PM MC
Father/Son Communion Breakfast Oct. 28 8:30 AM MC
Memorial Mass Nov. 1 7:00 PM Chapel
Women’s Club Dinner - Christmas At Our House Preview Nov. 7 6:30 PM MC 
Men’s and Women’s Club Family Day of Service Nov. 11 9 AM-2 PM TBD
Winter Sports Parent Meeting Nov. 12 7:00 PM BFP
Counseling Junior Night College Roadmap Nov. 29 7:00 PM Campus
Christmas At Our House Boutique Opening Nov. 30  1:30 PM MEC
Christmas At Our House Holiday Party Nov. 30 5:30 PM MEC
Christmas At Our House Boutique and Tea Dec. 1 9:30 AM-4 PM MEC/MC  

Second Semester Events 
Women’s Retreat Jan. 26 9 AM-12 PM SFLC
Mother/Son Casino Night Jan. 27 6:00 PM BFP
Counseling Freshman Parent Night - Academic Planning Jan. 31 7:00 PM PAC
Capt. Manoukian ’01 Scholarship Crab Feed Feb. 2 6:00 PM BFP
Counseling Sophomore Parent Night -  College Roadmap Feb. 7 7:00 PM PAC
Father/Daughter Casino Night Feb. 10 6:00 PM BFP
Mother/Daughter Mass & Brunch Feb. 24 10:00 AM MC/BFP
Spring Sports Parent Meeting Feb. 25 7:00 PM BFP
Counseling Junior Parent College Workshop Feb. 28 6:30 PM Campus
Holy Cross Parent Ash Wednesday Service Mar. 6 3:00 PM Chapel
Lancer Auction Mar. 23 5:30 PM MEC
Men’s and Women’s Club Family Day of Service April 7 9 AM - 2 PM TBD
Men’s Club Meeting April 9 7:00 PM MC
Women’s Club Celebration Dinner May 1  6:30 PM BFP

 AG Alumni Gym
 BFP Burns Family Pavilion 
 LAG&CC Los Altos Golf & Country Club
 MC Malcolm Center
 MEC Kevin Makley Event Center
 PAC Performing Arts Center
 SFLC Sobrato Family Learning Commons

As of 7/25/18 

Saint Francis High School is committed to open communication with parents and students. To strengthen our 
communication, we have several ways to keep you informed.  

Parent Dashboard
To enhance communication and encourage involvement with the school, we have established a parent 
dashboard on our website, designed to be a one-stop shop for all information that is relevant to parents. 
On the parent dashboard, you can find links to several online tools to access your student’s assignments, 
scores and grade in each class, receive communication regarding clubs and teams, report student absences 
and view the student-parent directory. You will also find school news, the school calendar, an archive of the 
weekly school newsletters, announcements regarding parent activities and information on our parent clubs. 
Bookmark the parent dashboard to easily navigate to it each time.

You can access the parent dashboard in two ways:

PARENTS
   PARTNERSHIP

HOLY CROSS

in 
Dear Parents,

The members of the faculty, staff and administration at Saint Francis 
High School are passionate educators who will provide your child with 
the very best Catholic, Holy Cross education and want to partner with 
you during these critical years of your student’s development. The 
success of your child and our school is linked directly to the strength of 
our partnership with you.

We invite you to become an active participant in our school community. 
There are many ways that you can contribute financially as well as 
volunteer your time and talents. In particular, we hope every family will 
help us reach 100% participation in the Annual Fund, which helps 
support all of our student programs and financial aid.

As you plan for the year ahead, please keep these priorities in mind:

 1. Invest - Make your gift or commitment to the Annual Fund in the fall

 2. Engage - Join other parents by volunteering your time and attending events

 3. Connect - Read the weekly emails and visit the website to stay informed 

However you choose to help, your participation is vital to the life of Saint Francis High School, and it will 
also enrich your student’s high school experience.

Rev. Anthony Mancuso Katie Teekell ’00 
Acting President Principal

 From the main site

●  Go to https://www.sfhs.com.
●  Select the “Parent” tab at the top right of the page.

Directly

● Go to https://www.sfhs.com/parents.
● 

Once logged in, you can access all the tools linked on the parent dashboard without being prompted with 
additional login requests.

Email Newsletters
The newsletters are an important means of communication with our parents. Please make sure we have your 
most current email address in order for us to communicate properly with you.

● 

● 

● 

Please feel free to contact a faculty or staff member directly at any time with particular concerns  or questions. 
Locate contact information by clicking on the staff directory link found in the “School Life” section on the parent 
dashboard.

Social Media
An extension of the school website, the Saint Francis official channels serve as the key social media platforms 
to broadly share school news, celebrate the diverse and wide-ranging stories that make Saint Francis a special 
community, as well as build continued awareness for the school. 

 Authorized Channels 

SFHS

Facebook: @SFHSLancers
Instagram: @SFHSLancers 
Twitter: @SFHSLancers
YouTube: Saint Francis Lancers  

Guidance and Counseling  

Twitter: @SFHSCounseling

Athletics

Twitter: @sfhsathletics

Visual and Performing Arts

Instagram: @sfhs_vpa
Instagram: @sfhs_poverello
Facebook: @sfhslancerband
Instagram: @sfhsathletics

This Week at SF
Our weekly email newsletter, published every 
Monday, which highlights the events, activities, 
meetings and important information for the week. 

This month at SF 

Published on the last Monday of the month and has 
a broader focus. It contains information about events 
happening throughout the month as well as a letter 
from our principal. 



Auction

Christmas At  
Our House

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES - ENGAGEMENT
WITH THE MEN’S & WOMEN’S CLUBS

The primary goal of the Men’s and Women’s Clubs is to strengthen the partnership between the school and parents in order to enhance everyone’s 
Saint Francis experience. These organizations work with the school’s administration to promote participation and volunteerism through events and 
educational, social, charitable and fundraising programs. All Saint Francis mothers and fathers are members of these clubs. 

Volunteering at Saint Francis is a fun and social way to become familiar with the school community and meet fellow parents. There are many ways you 
can share your time and talents; last year over 600 volunteers helped make Saint Francis the best school in the Bay Area. Below is a sampling of the 
many ways you can get involved. 

Frequently Asked Questions
(go to our sfhs.com/AnnualFundFAQ for more information)

Why is charitable giving to Saint Francis necessary?

In order to deliver the high-quality college-preparatory programs that Saint 
Francis is known for, the school, like other independent schools, depends 
upon your charitable support. We do not receive any federal or state funding 
or financial support from the Brothers of Holy Cross or the Diocese of San 
Jose. Saint Francis relies on philanthropic contributions to fund a portion of 
the operating budget. Your gift allows Saint Francis to provide faculty, 
programs, facilities and aid that make it a diverse community and one of 
excellence.

Why does Saint Francis rely on an Annual Fund instead of 
making tuition higher?

The largest part of the school’s operating budget is covered by tuition, but the 
school deliberately sets tuition below cost in order to keep the school more 
affordable to a wider range of students and to provide our community with 
opportunities to support the school through charitable gifts. All donations to 
Saint Francis are tax deductible, while tuition is not.

We give to the school in so many other ways; can our gift of 
time count towards participation?

Saint Francis would not be the same school without the tremendous gifts of 
time and talent from our parent community; however, we rely on financial 
support of the Annual Fund to provide the best high school experience and 
keep tuition increases reasonable for all families. A participatory gift of any 
amount is appreciated, and demonstrates your commitment to our important 
educational mission.

 

How much are we expected to give?

All levels of commitment are appreciated, and every gift helps the school to 
fulfill its mission. We urge you to consider your gift in light of your personal 
circumstances and your family’s total philanthropic plan for the time your 
children attend the school. We strive for 100% of families to make a gift. Our 
strength comes from our community, and that is why your participation is 
critical. Families who give $2,500 will be invited to the President’s Dinner.

For more information about volunteering, giving and communications,  
please contact: 

 Institutional Advancement Department
 advancement@sfhs.com
 650 968-1213 ext. 465

Saint Francis High School, sponsored by the Brothers of Holy Cross, admits students  
of any race, color and national or ethnic origin. The school does not discriminate  
based on disability if the student is otherwise qualified and can, with reasonable 
accommodations, meet the graduation requirements of the school.

Fundraising Events 
Lancer Auction
On March 23, 2019, the Kevin Makley Event Center will be  
transformed for a night of elegant dining, dancing and spirited 
bidding in support of our school’s premier fundraiser. This event, 
which draws 500 parents, friends and alumni each year, requires 
volunteers to assist with decor, gift acquisition, sponsorships and 
more.

Christmas At Our House  
Our school’s beloved holiday event features a traditional and elegant 
High Tea, a festive Christmas party and a gift boutique, all held on 
campus. This major fundraising event takes place November 30 and 
December 1. Volunteers are needed to help with coordinating and 
staffing the event.

Scholarship Golf Classic 
Volunteers are needed to help recruit sponsors and players and to assist 
at this event, held on September 17. Over the years, the Golf Classic has 
raised significant funds for student scholarships.

Social Events  
Events sponsored by these two clubs include:

* Mother-Son and Father-Daughter Casino Nights

* Mother-Daughter Mass and Brunch, Father-Son Communion Breakfast

* Family Days of Service

* Women’s Club Celebration Dinner

* Dinner meetings throughout the year

Helpers are needed to plan, decorate and coordinate each of these very 
special events for our community.

YOU are essential partners in our effort to provide the best possible education to all students, and we depend on every 
family to personally invest in this effort each year.

The Annual Fund Matters to All Students
When you contribute to the Annual Fund, you ensure every Lancer thrives at Saint Francis and goes on to change the world for the better. Your gift 

directly supports the operating budget, providing annual, flexible funding which impacts every part of the school, and in turn, every student.

 Financial Aid

  v  A socioeconomic diverse student body fosters deeper critical thinking, problem-solving and creativity skills for all Lancers  

  v Available only to students with documented financial need

 Academic Innovation

  v Provides new programs across the curriculum and expanded opportunities for all

  v Ensures state-of-the-art classroom technology

  v Promotes a strong learning experience through faculty development

  v Retains excellent faculty and staff

 Student Programs

  v An ever-expanding array of  opportunities inspires the healthy development of 

   w Physical, Social and Emotional Well Being

   w Spirituality and Values

   w Responsible Global Citizenship 

   w Self Confidence and Leadership Skills
   w College Major and Career Aspirations

Throughout the year, you will have numerous opportunities to support the school.

 v We ask all families to make a gift or pledge to the Annual Fund before Dec 31 – online or via enclosed form

 v Gifts of $2,500 or more qualify donors for the President’s Club
 v Event underwriting or sponsorships support financial aid initiatives beyond the annual fund

All gifts – regardless of size – are appreciated and show your support for our Lancer family!

How can I make my gift(s)?

A POWERFUL INVESTMENT   
      “Educating hearts and minds to serve the world”

– Blessed Basil Moreau

Volunteer
Student Programs and Services 
Parents are invited to volunteer with teams, performing arts groups or clubs throughout the year. There are 
also opportunities to work in the health room or to support departments including academics, admissions 
and campus ministry.

Area Connections 
Volunteers serve as liaisons between freshman parents and the school, providing reminders for parent 
events and activities throughout the year and helping new parents navigate their Saint Francis experience.

Concessions 
In conjunction with the Men’s Club, volunteers help sell food and beverages at Lancer sporting events.

Lancer Locker 
This on-campus store offers Saint Francis logo merchandise. Volunteer salespeople are needed to help 
students and parents as they shop on school days or in the evenings during athletic events and at some 
special events.

Mailings 
Volunteers are encouraged to drop in as their schedules allow to meet parents and help assemble school 
mailings as needed.  

For more information about the opportunities and to sign up to help, visit the parent dashboard at  
sfhs.com/parents and click on the Men’s and Women’s club buttons. Join us today! 

Mother-Daughter MassFather-Daughter NightFamily Service DayMother-Son NightGolf Classic

Father Son Communion 
Breakfast

President’s Dinner


